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License Tags 



“To develop Positive Attitudes 
which will enable offenders to 
eventually function as law-abiding, 
self-supporting members of the 
community” 

“Statement of Intent for Prison Industries” 
(Iowa Code §904.801) 



“Good work habits that will assist them in eventually securing 
and holding gainful employment outside the correctional system” 



“To the extent feasible, marketable skills that can lead directly to 
gainful employment upon release from a correctional institution.” 



“Provide for their dependents, 
thus tending to strengthen the inmates’ 
family ties while reducing the likelihood 
that inmates’ families will have to rely 
upon public assistance” 



“Make restitution to the victims of the offenses for which the 
inmates were incarcerated, so as to assist the inmates in accepting 
responsibility for the consequences of their acts” 

 



“Pay some portion of the cost of board, in a manner similar 
to what would be necessary if they were employed in the community” 

 



“Accumulate savings so that such inmates will have funds 
for necessities upon their eventual return to the community” 





   ISU & IPI 

   BFF ! 



}  Loft beds, desks, wardrobes,  etc 

}  Designed in conjunction with DOR 

}  49,000 pieces since 1999 

}  Move & Install teams 

Residence Hall Furniture 



Fredrickson Court, ISU 



Office, Classroom, Dining Hall Projects 



Clyde’s, ISU 



President Leath’s Office, ISU 



}  Dan Neubauer 
◦  Summers 2012 & 2013 
◦  Studying for Masters in 

Industrial Design 
◦  Designing furniture 

 

}  Meredith Van Woert 
◦  Spring 2013 
◦  Studying for Bachelors in 

Apparel, Merchandising & 
Production 

◦  Redesigned denim jeans 
 

}  Madison Romano 
◦  Summer 2013 
◦  Studying for Bachelors in 

Product Development for 
Fashion Design 

◦  Optimizing jean production 

ISU Interns @ IPI 
}  Holly Kayser 
◦  Summer 2013 
◦  Studying for Bachelors in 

Graphic Design 
◦  Designing product brochures, 

annual reports, logos 
 

}  Levi Ward 
◦  Summer 2012 
◦  Studying for Bachelors in 

Graphic Design 
◦  Designing product brochures, 

annual reports, newsletters 



Daniel Alexander Neubauer 
Furniture Design Intern 





v 

Levi Ward 
Graphics Design Intern 
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REDEFINING 
PRISON ENVIRONMENTS

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

Iowa State University

Diann Wilder-Tomlinson | Iowa Department of Corrections  
Julie Stevens | Landscape Architecture | Iowa State University 



Multipurpose Outdoor 
Classroom

Exisiting Campus

Campus Expansion

Campus Expansion

Campus Expansion







“We dig down to understand why they do what they do. Then we 
rebuild them so they don’t leave here and do the same things,” 

Wachtendorf  said. “We try to teach them healthy coping mechanisms. 
We want to break the cycle. We want them to be positive role models 

with their children so the patterns aren’t repeated.”
Warden Patti Wachtendorf







“Working with the design team, staff and offenders at ICIW 
for the past two years has been a life-changing experience. 

It has been an honor to be part of such a unique project and 
exciting to have our design built.” 

Garret Munch - Student Designer ISU ‘12



“We’ve really learned how design translates into 
construction. It’s helped us think about how 

something will be constructed and experienced,” 
Student Reflection



“I had never stopped to consider who was behind 
bars but after working with the offenders, I realize 

that they may have committed a crime but 
they are still people.” 

Student Reflection
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